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Financial Summary Tables 
 
 
The following five pages are one-page financial summaries of the whole farm analysis sorted 
five different ways.  A group of the most meaningful factors are highlighted here when the farms 
are sorted as follows: 
 
Financial Summary by Net Farm Income 
 
This table summarized whole-farm financial performance by net farm income.  Farms are 
categorized into 4 groups from low to high net farm income. 
 
Financial Summary by Farm Size (Gross Farm Income) 
 
This table summarizes whole-farm financial performance by size of farm.  Farms are categorized 
based on gross farm income. 
 
Financial Summary by Farm Type 
 
This table summarized whole-farm financial performance by debt level.  Farm type is assigned 
based on greater than 70 percent of sales from that commodity or combination of commodities. 
 
Financial Summary by Debt To Asset Ratio 
 
This table summarized whole-farm financial performance by debt level.  Farms are categorized 
based on total farm and non-farm Debt To Asset Ratio. 
 
Financial Summary by Age of Operator 
 
This table summarized whole-farm financial performance based on age of the primary operator. 
 
Financial Summary by Net Farm Income of 56 Farms with at least one full-time operator 
(based on 2000-plus hours) 
 
This table summarized the whole-farm performance of 56 farms that reported at least 2000 hours 
of operator labor.  The remainder of the farms in the database all reported less than 2000, 
classifying them as part-time operations. 
 
Financial Summary of Net Farm Income of 35 Farms with less than a full-time operator 
 
This table summarizes the whole-farm performance of 35 farms that reported less than 2000 
hours of operator labor, classifying them as part-time operations. 
 
Financial Summary of Net Farm Income of 18 Farms with a half-time operator or less 
 
This table summarizes the whole-farm performance of 18 farms that reported 1000 hours or less 
operator labor, classifying them as less than half-time operations. 
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Financial Summary by a cohort of 48 Farms included in both the 2003 and 2004 FBMA 
Summary 
 
This table summarizes the whole-farm performance of 48 farms that were included in both the 
2003 and 2004 FBMA record summaries.  This information is helpful in looking at trends since 
we are comparing data for the same group of farms for both years. 
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Percentile Rank Report w/Group Medians 
 
With the exception of the information presented on the following page, all of the data tables in 
this summary report represent “average” or “mean” data.  For example the 2004 “average” or 
“mean” net farm income of the 91 farms in this summary was $91,231.  This is found by simply 
adding the NFI of each farm in the group to a total and then dividing by 91 for the “mean” or 
“average.”  Sometimes, a few farms at the high end of the range with extremely high NFI’s can 
skew the mean.  The same could be true of a few extreme NFI farms at the low end.  For that 
reason, “median” figures can be very helpful when comparing summary data to an individual 
farm operation.  The median is often described as the halfway point in the middle-figure, in other 
words, half of the farms fell below, the other half above.  For example, in 2004, the “average” or 
“mean” NFI for 91 farms in the summary was $91,231.  However, the “median”, or half-way 
point, was $49,125.  This indicates there were several farms with high NFI’s included in the 
group. 
 
The “median” figures for selected factors on 2004 FBMA farms are reported on page i along 
with percentile ranks in 10% intervals.  Each line is independent from the next with the data for 
each line broken into percentile ranks in 10% intervals.  This presentation can be helpful in 
understanding the range of data for each factor for the entire group of farms, and in looking at 
where each farm fits in by using the “My Farm” column. 
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